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(57) ABSTRACT

A system and method for controlling an appliance are
provided. The system includes a plurality of sensing devices
and a plurality of appliance control devices. The sensing
devices are locatable in a selected area with each device
wirelessly transmitting a first status message and a second
status message. Each of the plurality of appliance control
devices has a wireless receiver that continuously monitors a
transmission spectrum for wireless status messages, has a
decryption device that decrypts any received encrypted
messages, provides an ON and OFF output, and provides
one of the ON and OFF outputs upon receiving a first status
message and the other of the ON and OFF outputs upon
receiving a second status message.

14 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
BRIDGE BETWEEN SECURITY SYSTEM
AND APPLIANCES

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/950,075 filed Nov. 19, 2010, the entirety of
which is hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set forth
herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The field of the invention relates to security systems and,
more particularly, to wireless security systems.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Security systems are generally known. Such systems
typically include some form of physical barrier to intruders
with one or more sensors to detect intruders who are able to
surmount the barrier.

In the case of a home, the physical barrier may be the
exterior walls of the home. In this case, the sensors may
include door sensors that detect the opening or closing of the
doors. Window sensors may also be provided to detect
intruders who attempt to enter through a window.

The sensors within a home are typically electrical
switches that are mechanically connected to a door or
window. In other cases, motion detectors may be used that
are based upon infrared detection or the processing of video
signals.

In all cases, the sensors are connected to a control panel.
The connection may be via wires or via a radio frequency
signal.

The control panel typically operates in three modes
including disarmed, armed, and armed stay. In the disarmed
state, the control panel does not report activation of the
sensors, while in the armed state the control panel sounds an
alarm and may report the alarm to a central monitoring
station. In the armed stay state used during night time hours,
the control panel may only monitor sensors along a periph-
ery of the home.

While security systems are effective, they are typically
used in a stand-alone mode because of the need for reliabil-
ity. However, homes and businesses often have a multiplic-
ity of systems that must be adjusted or controlled based upon
occupancy. Accordingly, there is a continuing need to lever-
age the utility of signals available within a security system
for other purposes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an appliance control system
in accordance with an illustrated embodiment of the inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF AN
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENT

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a security system 10 shown
generally in accordance with an illustrated embodiment of
the invention. The control panel 16 of the security system 10
is located within a secured area 12. Upon detection of an
intruder within the secured area 12, the security system 10
is programmed to compose and send the alarm to a central
station monitoring station 14. In such cases, the central
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monitoring station 14 sends private security personnel or
notifies the local police department of the intrusion.

The panel 16 of the security system 10 includes one or
more programmed processors 22, 24 operating under control
of computer software (i.e., computer code). The computer
code includes a number of programs 32, 34 residing in a
non-transitory computer readable medium 30.

The security system 10 includes a number of intrusion
sensors 18, 20 within or along a periphery of the secured
area 12. The sensors 18, 20 may be electrical switches that
detect the opening of a door or window or may be motion
detectors that detect motion within the secured area 12. The
control panel 16 may communicate with the sensors 18, 20
using wires or may communicate wirelessly.

At least one of the programmed processors 22, 24 oper-
ates as a status processor that detects entry of a code through
a keyboard 38 of the security system 10 and that causes the
alarm system 10 to enter a predefined state based upon the
entered code. The entered code may include an alarm-away
code defining an alarm-away state, a disarm code defining a
disarmed state, and an alarm-stay code defining an alarm-
stay state. The current state of the alarm panel 16 may be
indicated by text shown on a display panel 36.

At least one other of the programmed processors 22, 24
(or one of the programs 32, 34 operating on the same
processor) operates as an intrusion detection processor based
upon the state of the alarm system 10. For example, the
intrusion detection processor may monitor all of the sensors
18, 20 when the alarm system 10 is in the alarm-away state
and only the perimeter sensors 18, 20 when the alarm system
10 is in the alarm-stay state.

Another one of the programmed processors 22, 24 (or the
same processor) operates as an alarm reporting processor. In
this case, whenever the intrusion detection processor detects
activation of a monitored sensor 18, 20, the intrusion detec-
tion processor transfers notification thereof to the alarm
reporting processor. The alarm reporting processor com-
poses an alarm packet for transfer to the central monitoring
station 14. After an entry delay, the alarm reporting proces-
sor transfers the alarm notification to the central monitoring
station 14.

Upon assuming an alarm-away or alarm-stay mode, the
control panel 16 may wirelessly transmit a status message 42
to the sensors 18, 20. This status message indicates a status
of the alarm panel 16 and requests a status of the respective
sensors 18, 20. This may be important because it is neces-
sary to know that the area 12 is secure (i.e., the sensors 18,
20 are not in an activated state) whenever the alarm panel 16
enters the alarm-away or alarm-stay mode. If one of the
sensors 18, 20 is in an activated state, then a fault message
is returned to the user.

Also included within the secured area 12 are one or more
appliance control devices 44, 46. The appliance control
devices 44, 46 operate to control an operating level of a
respective connected appliance 48, 50.

Included within each of the appliance control devices 44,
46 may be a radio frequency (rf) receiver 52, a decryption
unit 54, and a status processor 56. The rf receiver 52 may
continuously monitor a transmission spectrum of the secu-
rity system 10 for status messages 42. Any received mes-
sages are processed within the decryption unit 54 to decrypt
alarm-away, alarm-stay, and disarm messages. Any detected
alarm-away and disarm messages are sent to the status
processor 56.

Upon receiving an alarm-away message, the status pro-
cessor 56 sends a command to any connected appliance 48,
50 to switch to a relatively low power mode. Upon receiving
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a disarm message, the status processor 56 sends a command
to any connected appliance 48, 50 to switch to a normal
mode of operation. Stated another way, the appliance control
device 44, 46 has an ON and OFF output, the appliance
control device 44, 46 provides one of the ON and OFF
outputs upon receiving the armed status message from the
security system and the other of the ON and OFF outputs
upon receiving the disarmed status message.

The appliances 48, 50 may be any appropriate environ-
mental control device within the secured area 12. For
example, the appliance 48, 50 may be an air conditioner used
to cool or a heating unit used to heat the area 12. Alterna-
tively, the appliance 48, 50 may be a ceiling fan or motor
operated shade or window that obstructs or opens a window
to control the amount of heat or cooling that the space
obtains via sunlight or the exchange of inside/outside air.

Moreover, the appliance 48, 50 may be an interface device
that causes the environmental control device to operate
between a relatively low power consumption mode and a
relatively high power mode. An example of such an interface
device is a set-back thermostat or active solar heating/
cooling system.

In general, the appliance control device operates to detect
the status of the alarm system 10 and, in response, to cause
the appliance to switch between the relatively low power
consumption mode and relatively high power mode. For
example, an occupant (e.g., a homeowner) may enter an
alarm-away code into his security system 10, when the
occupant is about to leave the area 12 for some period of
time. Entry of the alarm-away code through the keyboard 38
causes the alarm panel 16 to transmit an encrypted alarm-
away message 42 to the sensors 18, 20. The message 42
causes the sensors 18, 20 to respond with an encrypted
message indicating their status (e.g., activated, deactivated,
etc.).

Under the claimed invention, this encrypted status mes-
sage is used to control the state of the appliances 48, 50. For
example, on a day where the outside temperature is 90
degrees, the receipt of the alarm-away status message 42
may cause the appliance controller 44, 46 to cause the air
conditioner to switch from a set point temperature of 75
degrees to 85 degrees or higher, resulting in a substantial
energy savings.

The appliance control devices 44, 46 may be provided in
any of a number of different forms depending upon the
format of use. For example, the appliance control device 44,
46 may be incorporated or integrated into the control system
of a ceiling fan or light switch. In either case, receipt of an
alarm-away message may cause the fan to become deacti-
vated or to transcend to a very low power mode.

Alternatively, the appliance control device 44, 46 may be
provided as a separate control module with a set of contacts
or with a standardized bus interface (e.g., USB, PCI, etc.) or
wireless interface (e.g., zigbee). In this case, the control
module may be connected to an air conditioner control input
to cause the air conditioner to transition to the appropriate
mode.

A specific embodiment of a method and apparatus for
controlling appliances in a secured area has been described
for the purpose of illustrating the manner in which the
invention is made and used. It should be understood that the
implementation of other variations and modifications of the
invention and its various aspects will be apparent to one
skilled in the art and that the invention is not limited by the
specific embodiments described. Therefore, it is contem-
plated to cover the present invention and any and all
modifications, variations, or equivalents that fall within the
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true spirit and scope of the basic underlying principles
disclosed and claimed herein.

The invention claimed is:

1. A system comprising:

a plurality of sensing devices locatable in a selected area
with at least one of the plurality of sensing devices
being an intrusion sensor that detects intruders within
the selected area

a control panel that monitors the plurality of sensing
devices, wherein, upon entering an armed state, the
control panel wirelessly transmits an armed status
message to the plurality of sensing devices indicating
the armed state of the control panel and requesting a
status of each of the plurality of sensing devices, and,
upon entering a disarmed state, the control panel wire-
lessly transmits a disarm status message to the plurality
of sensing devices indicating the disarmed state of the
control panel and requesting the status of each of the
plurality of sensing devices, wherein each of the plu-
rality of sensing devices wirelessly transmits a first
status message indicating activation of a respective one
of the plurality of sensing devices when the respective
one of the plurality of sensing devices is activated and
each of the plurality of sensing devices wirelessly
transmits a second status message indicating deactiva-
tion of the respective one of the plurality of sensing
devices when the respective one of the plurality of
sensing devices is deactivated, and wherein, upon
detection of an intruder, an alarm message is sent to a
central monitoring station; and

a plurality of appliance control devices, each of the
plurality of appliance control devices comprising:

a wireless receiver that continuously monitors a trans-
mission, spectrum to receive the armed status mes-
sage from the control panel intended for the plurality
of sensing devices, the disarm status message from
the control panel intended for the plurality of sensing
devices, the first status message sent by the at least
one of the plurality of sensing devices intended for
the control panel, and the second status messages
sent by the at least one of the plurality of sensing
devices intended. for the control panel;

a decryption device that decrypts the received armed
status message, the received disarm status message,
the received first status message, and the received
second status message; and

a status processor that provides ON and OFF outputs to
a connected appliance based on the received armed
status message, the received disarm status message,
the received first status message, and the received
second status message, wherein each of the plurality
of appliance control devices provides a first of the
ON and. OFF outputs upon receiving the second
status message and the armed status message,
wherein each of the plurality of appliance control
devices provides a second of the ON and OFF
outputs upon receiving the disarm status message
from the control panel, and wherein each of the
plurality of appliance control devices provides nei-
ther of the ON and OFF outputs upon receiving the
first status message and the armed status message.

2. The system as in claim I further comprising the at least

one of the plurality of sensing devices wirelessly transmit-
ting the first status message indicating activation of the at
least one of the plurality of sensing devices when the at least
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one of the plurality of sensing devices is activated in
response to the control panel transmitting the armed status
message.

3. The system as in claim 1 further comprising the at least
one of the plurality of sensing devices wirelessly transmit-
ting the second status message indicating deactivation of the
at least one of the plurality of sensing devices when the at
least one of the plurality of sensing devices is deactivated in
response to the control panel transmitting the disarm status
message.

4. The system as in claim 1 further comprising the
connected appliance activated by one of the plurality of
appliance control devices.

5. The system as in claim 4 wherein the connected
appliance further comprises a heating unit.

6. The system as in claim 1 wherein at least some of the
plurality of appliance control devices include a thermostat.

7. The system as in claim 6 wherein the thermostat is
coupled to at least one of a fan, a lighting control unit, a
heating unit, or an air conditioning unit.

8. A system comprising:

at least one sensing device locatable within a selected area
that detects intruders within the selected area;

a control panel that monitors the at least one sensing
device and notifies a central monitoring station of an
intrusion, wherein, upon entering an armed state, the
control panel wirelessly transmits an armed status
message to the at least one sensing device indicating
the armed state of the control panel and requesting a
status of the at least one sensing device, and, upon
entering a disarmed state, the control panel wirelessly
transmits a disarm status message to the at least one
sensing device indicating the disarmed state of the
control panel and requesting the status of the at least
one sensing device;

a wireless transmitter of the at least one sensing device
that wirelessly transmits a first status message associ-
ated with activation of the at least one sensing device
and a second status message associated with deactiva-
tion of the at least one sensing device, wherein the at
least one sensing device transmits either the first status
message or the second status message to the control
panel in response to the armed status message or the
disarm status message transmitted by the control panel
requesting the status of the at least one sensing device;
and

an appliance control device having a wireless receiver, a
first output, and a second output, wherein the appliance
control device continuously monitors a transmission
spectrum to receive the armed status message from the
control panel intended for the at least one sensing
device, the disarm status message from the control
panel intended for the at least one sensing device, the
first status message sent by the at least one sensing
device intended for the control panel, and the second
status messages sent by the at least one sensing device
intended for the control panel, wherein the appliance
control device provides the first output upon receiving
the armed status message from the control panel and
the second status message and provides the second
output upon receiving the disarm status message from
the control panel, and wherein the appliance control
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device provides neither of the first output or the second
output upon receiving the first status message and the
armed status message.

9. The system as in claim 8 wherein the appliance control
device further comprises a thermostat controlling a tempera-
ture of the selected area.

10. The system as in claim 9 further comprising an
appliance activated by the appliance control device.

11. The system as in claim 10 wherein the appliance
further comprises at least one of a heater, an air conditioner,
or a fan.

12. A method comprising:

providing a control panel and a plurality of sensing

devices within a selected area;

upon entering an armed state, the control panel wirelessly

transmitting an armed status message to the plurality of
sensing devices indicating the armed state of the con-
trol panel and requesting a status of each of the plurality
of sensing devices;

upon entering a disarmed state, the control panel wire-

lessly transmitting a disarm status message to the
plurality of sensing devices indicating the disarmed
state of the control panel and requesting the status of
each of the plurality of sensing devices;

the plurality of sensing devices transmitting status mes-

sages including at least a first status message indicating
that one of the plurality of sensing devices is activated
and a second status message indicating that the one of
the plurality of sensing devices is deactivated, the
plurality of sensing devices including at least one
intrusion sensor that, upon detecting an intruder within
the selected area, notifies a central monitoring station
of an intrusion;

providing an appliance control device that continuously

monitors a selected transmission spectrum to receive
the armed status message from the control panel
intended for the plurality of sensing devices, the disarm
status message from the control panel intended for the
plurality of sensing devices, the first status message
sent by the plurality of sensing devices intended for the
control panel, and the second status messages sent by
the plurality of sensing devices intended thr the control
panel; and

providing an appliance associated with the selected area

and controlled by the appliance control device, the
appliance entering a low energy consuming mode in
response to the appliance control device receiving the
armed status message from the control panel and the
second status message, and the appliance entering a
high energy consuming mode in response to the appli-
ance control device receiving the disarm status message
from the control panel, wherein, when the appliance is
in the high energy consuming mode, the appliance does
not switch to the low energy consuming mode in
response to the appliance control device receiving the
armed message from the control panel and the first
status message.

13. The method as in claim 12 wherein the appliance
control device comprises a thermostat.

14. The method as in claim 12 wherein the appliance
comprises at least one of a heating unit, a fan, or a cooling
unit.



